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Th« Honorable John S, 

Smevmtmtj of tt» freannry 
TroaffBTf Oepartasent 
lasMagton, b. C* 

Dear Mr. Or&hamt 

Reference is fflsds to your Isttsr of 5 Sat^ch 1^1 which inquired 
whother CIA has e-eidsnee of use by the OSSH of forced labor in the 
production of furs for export. 


In eom»cti:>n with th* »SSR export of fora to the Uniti^ States, 
a dlstifu^tioR Bhonld be side between senhasaed and e^cssed fare. The 
files in tIA d@ i»t rerwtl any eviderwe of the os© ef forced lat»r in 
the undreseed fhr inAietry, theofh there is a^ple erii^c# that 
forced labor is eaployed in fhar^^proeesslnt planta 1*at prochiee fhrs 
for doeestic use or export, t'ars that arere in any way proceseed 
aeoonted to six DerccRt of the total value of U.i . iep<nrts of jhzrs 
froa the USSK in toace It aey be concluded thst a eisunr portion 

of OSSR tnr exports to the United Statea ie prodneed by foxeed laoor • 

Regarding the poeslbility of the use of forced labor In the y&&B 
undressed for Indnsti^, the foUoeiiig pointe *«y te «a^i 

1. Since the sHajorlty of OSSB ondreesed fttr# exported 
to the United Statee are obtained free anieale killed in 

the wild state by Indleldael trabpere and hantera, the eagploy- 
eent of forced later in thla respect would not acsea logical. 

2, A good part ion of the 0S: B andreasec. rur exports to 
the United States ia frne doaeeticatcd erilaals, hot there ie 
no evidence that forced later ie used in this rtepeci. 

3« An un tai flw n portion of U^H far product,ion ie obtained 
f r<v« wild am sale on Soviet Utate Fur fans*, tet there ie 
likewise no evidence that these farae eafjloy forced labor. 
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1 lajf* feriat this JnforaatJon will b« of vuiua to ia year 
sta^f of tti« in questiOii. 

; ^ ..'v a* -,*"t 

i iiisctar of 
,4- tnii j> te.-’. 1 i :;enc*3 
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G&D/LDiJM:f;5c - l5 March 1901 
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